CHINMAYA DUNSTER BIOGRAPHY

I was born in 1954, in Kent, England, an area then accurately described as the ‘Garden of England’. Around our 400-year old farmhouse was a patchwork of hop gardens, apple orchards, wheatfields, woods and streams – a playground in which I could disappear for hours without my parents having any idea of where I was.

In 1975 I took myself off on the hippy trail through Turkey and Afghanistan. Holed up in the mountains of Pakistan’s North West Frontier Province surviving on fellow travellers generosity for months, having lost all my money, I got my first taste of the gentle rhythms of the East, where acceptance of whatever comes is more important than pushing your own goals. I also became a vegetarian (I have not lapsed) and started yoga.

It was my next trip East in 1979 that proved the decisive turning point in my life. At an all night concert in Delhi, I saw Ustad Amjad Ali Khan playing sarod and instantly fell in love with the instrument.  On the same trip I fell in love with my first Osho sannyasin and started out on my journey with the infamous ‘Bhagwan”.

In 1988 I moved to the Osho Commune (now Osho Meditation Resort) in Pune, and studied sarod under Pandit Shekhar Borkar. I also began performing with some of the Commune musicians, people of diverse musical backgrounds blending Indian with Western. Two years later I recorded my first CD ‘Terra Incognita’ with some of them (including Prem Joshua and Ravi, both now well-known artists). 

During the 90’s I lived in Munich, Amsterdam and Maui, Hawaii, returning each year to Pune for a few months and made a series of CDs for Nightingale Records in Germany and then rejoined New Earth Records in 1997 for ‘Celtic Ragas’, a CD that was later to bring me as close to fame as I am ever likely to get, when Paul McCartney fell in love with the CD and invited me to perform at his wedding in Ireland in 2002. 

I now have eight CDs released on New Earth and a further three (under the band names ‘Bhakti’ and ‘Akasha’) on Malimba Records. 

My Celtic Ragas Band has given a series of multimedia ‘Concerts for India’s Environment’ in India over the past few years. These aim to raise awareness about the many difficulties facing the natural and human environment in India because of unrestrained ‘development’. These have also turned me into a filmmaker with the film ‘Concert for India’s Environment’, which I completed n 2007.  I spent many satisfying days deep in the Indian wilderness collecting wildlife footage for this, and travelled to some remote places for interviews and shots of the people who live around and depend on the wilderness. 

I moved to Goa in August 2007, where I am continuing my collaboration with Dr Erach Bharucha (my guide and mentor to India’s environmental issues and presenter of the ‘Concert’ film), helping edit his books and spread the conservation message through film. I made a documentary on the Himalayan NGO ‘Avani’ (www.avani-kumaon.org) and several awareness raising shorts.
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